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humor and be accepted as strong evidence that he was not in
any way related to Ralph Roister Doister.
xiv. The date at which Surrey was released from the Fleet is
uncertain. He did not attend the Chapter of the Garter on 28
April, I543,62 and he was also exempt "from attending the
Feast of that Order to be held at Windsor Castle 6 May next."63
On 27 May, however, he was one of the witnesses to a "notorial
instrument witnessing the oath (recited) given by Henry VIII
at Hampton Court.7'64 Surrey must have been freed from the
Fleet sometime between 26 April and 27 May,65 for his being
called upon to be a royal witness at the latter date assures us
that he was free at this time and in the good graces of the
King.
62 Garter, II, 424-426.
w L. ^P, XVIII, i, 457-
64 Ibid., 603.
65 Wyatt and Pickering were released from the Tower on 3 May. Bapst, p. 273
thinks that Surrey would not have been confined longer than they. Brenan & Stat-
ham, p. 379, states, "Surrey's name disappears from the Fleet books early in July,
1543." I have been unable to determine the source of this statement. If documents
of the Fleet Prison of so early a date are in existence, they are entirely unknown to
custodians of the public records.